Morphology of muscle spindles in the human popliteus muscle. Evidence of a possible monitoring role of the popliteus muscle in the locked knee joint?
The mechanical events leading to locking of the human knee joint are well described in the literature, but there appears to be little information on the source of afferent feedback needed to monitor the locked joint. Human fetal popliteus muscles were studied by histological and graphic reconstruction techniques. The results showed that the muscle contained many muscle spindles. The arrangement of these receptors into complex and tandem forms seems to support the view that the popliteus muscle is capable of subserving kinaesthesia.